










































































































































































































































l.oOVer~ ieap is actual.1.y .-, nat. ought to be a national monument. h is more of a 
shrine--a place of deep history and legend, a place of spectacular beauty--a 
place for a visitor to approach, to view, and to depart from with a feeling of 
reverence. 

Physically, it is very dangerous and quite tiny. The unimproved road has no 
winter maintenance. January 14, 1979, a car descending in low gear at 10 mph 
went out of control on the ice. The driver escaped, but the car careened through 
the trees, down the steep bank, and plunged through the ice of the river. 

Any attempt to make a picnic area along those banks will inevitably lead to deaths, 
especially of children. The promontory part is very small, and very soectacular. 
The half-polished tannish marble-appearing rocks at the edge are sheer beauty. 
The long viewsbetween mountains, and at the Y-shaped waters below are unforgettable 
and wild. 

I think the right way to handle Lovers Leap is as follows: 
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1.) Accord it, and the iron landmark old bridge (now closed to 
trai'fic) National Monument Status. 

2.) Assign a National Park Service Ranger to duty, at least from 
Memorial Day to the third week of October. 

3.) Limit vehicular traffic to those who require it for access. 

4.) Since tourists and other visitors come in limited numbers, 
they can find their own parking places along the road outside 
the monument in the general traf'fic area. 

5.) Have vistors sign a registry book, provide them with a brochure, 
bar pic}fuicking, urge them to see, admire, and leave. Avoid 
such publicity that would attract large numbers. 

CAUSES OF RESISTANCE TO A RIVER ORDINANCE 

Probably most times where a wild and scenic river issue has existed, there were 
only two camps--those who favored it, and development interests which opposed,. In 
the Housatonic River situation, there is a third element. It is a grouping which 
favors protection of the river, but is so mortally fearful that a river ordinance 
would bring federal or state interference with local zoning that' 7places (incorrectly) 
the matter of local autonomy over river protection. A 

In my opinion, this is a false issue, but easily understandable. Our towns have 
been the object, for years, of some of the most unprincipled outside assaults any 
tmms have had to withstand. Intertwined have been activities of developers, of 
a couple of federal agencies, of Tri-State Regional Planning Agency, and of the DEP 
of Connecticut that have been incessant. 

Especially noteworthy was the totally false, provocative assP.ult of March-April, 1972, 
instigated by the then Fhiladelphia BOR, under the authorship of Earl Nichols, under 
the leadership of Roland Handley. The memory of that period simply will not erase 
easily. It should be noted that in all the major cases thus far--sewers, the Waters 
Edge construction proposal in Candlewood Lake, the Waters Edge park purchase propo- -
sal scandal, the 1971 Connecticut Light and Power Company recreation proposal, the 



_ _i_1,j(:: bcla O/ tnc; local. 1,01,ns ano ci1,izcn,_, nav'° oeen unheld, aluei1. tt- f:rE;:, 

cos 1, ana disturbance of tranquili t:y, 

This has taken its toll, however, in fear and suspicion, even when unwarranted. 
There has grOW}J. an illusion, for instance, that towns have full local control of 

· the river right now, whereas in fact they do not, and never have. 

I studied your Wild and Scenic report especially in this regard. I sincerely feel 
- that the study team f)as been very careful to stress the advisory nature of all 

their proposals. I think they took care at every turn to stress the desire that 
local people should do the administering, with state or federal particioation in 
the back seat. 

I believe that local control would really be augmented, because there would be a 
delegation of powers to a river body by federal and state agencies in which the 
powers to be delegated actually reside at present. 

All this is hard to get across, and for that reason I repeat the need that you 
cooperate to get as much time and/or time extension as is possible. 

I believe an added difficulty comes from the fact that the temporary river commis
sion was not aware of the extent to which enabling legislative action by the legis
lature would be needed. Therefore, members of the legislature from Western Connec
ticut were not enlisted early enough to draft the required enabling legislation. 

----.. orneys of several towns, which appear to be sympathetic to Wild and Scenic 
.tus,, have pointed out that the ordinance as first presented might be unenforce

aole, in the absence of required state legislation. The probability that such 
legislation could be introduced in the 1979 session seems to me unlikely. 

Under the circumstances, in addition to gaining time for action, the most useful 
thing your agency can do is to do everything it can to 8Ssure the public and the 
various town officials that you intend to delegate powers as much as possible to 
local town~which they do not presently have, and that your policy is to stay 
away from administration, except, cooperatively, at Lovers Leap. 
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Sincerely, E --~ 
~~LIPA~<( 

(copies: Congressman Toby Moffett 
Housatonic Valley Association 
Lake Lillinonah Authority) 

Frederick Benedik~ 
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BRUCE M. RIDGWAY 

DIBBLE HILL ROAD 

WEST CORNWALL, CONN. 06796 

:Mr. Jack E. Stark, 
National Park Servi~e, 
15 Stat 1-:; [.t., 
Boston, .Mass. 02109 

De&r Mr. Stark: 

Jan. 6, H:l79 

I have found the Housatonic Riv:.r study 
most inter~sting and feel sure it will be very useful to 
the citizenry of the area as the towns in general and the 
temyorary Housatonic River Commission in particular grb.pple 
v:i th the best v:ay to protect the many outsta.n:::i.ing values the 
Housatonic gives us in the Northwest Corner. 

Hovvever, t11ere are two .t'oints that, in the 
interest of acGuracy, I sh;..:uld 11.Ae to dra-' to your attention. 
One refers to the Appalachian. Trail, •:..·hich, of co-....rse, is no''"" 
al.so under tn.e jurisdiction of the National Park Service. 
On page 61 it is described·as being in "close vicinity to 
the Housatonic for 30 mi1.es 11 and "on the east bank in Canaan" 
and then on pages 36 and 4:2 the study says the J'.T "parallels 
the Housatonic for approximately oO miles". In actual fact 
it only goes a.1.ong the Housatonic for several miles on the 
west ban.K in the north•~rn section of Kent. 

Al.so on yage 42 under ncritical Recreational 
Areasnthe study mentions the H<msatonic River Road from 
Boarrunans Bridge to Gaylordsville as a "dirt road :par&.lleling 
a scenic stretch ofthe rivern. Surely the dirt road north 
from West Cornwall along the east tanK to Falls Village 
town line would qualify equally well on all 1,oints for 
inclusion here. 

May I also ex~ress my sup1ort of the need for 
coordination between the Northeast Utilities and the manage
ment .i:-·lan being worked up by the "temporary Housatonic River 
Coil'liliission as set forth on page 47. 

BMR b 

Sincerely yours, 

~ M~it:;. <JL._d!S?-,t. 




